BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
I found on visiting his friend, Mr Thrale, that he was now
very ill, and had removed, I suppose by the solicitation of
Mrs Thrale, to a house in Grosvenor-square. I was sorry to
see him sadly changed in his appearance.
He told me I might now have the pleasure to see Dr John-
son drink wine again, for he had lately returned to it. When
I mentioned this to Johnson, he said, 1 drink it now some-
times, but not socially.' The first evening that I was with him
at Thrale's, I observed he poured a quantity of it into a large
glass, and swallowed it greedily. Every thing about his char-
acter and manners was forcible and violent; there never was
any moderation; many a day did he fast, many a year did he
refrain from wine; but when he did eat, it was voraciously;
when he did drink wine, it was copiously. He could practise
abstinence, but not temperance.
Mrs Thrale and I had a dispute, whether Shakspeare or
Milton had drawn the most admirable picture of a man. I
was for Shakspeare; Mrs Thrale for Milton; and after a fair
hearing, Johnson decided for my opinion.
He said, 'Mrs Montagu has dropt me. Now, Sir, there are
people whom one should like very well to drop, but would
not wish to be dropped by.5 He certainly was vain of the
society of ladies, and could make himself very agreeable to
them, when he chose it; Sir Joshua Reynolds agreed with me
that he could. Mr Gibbon, with his usual sneer, controverted
it, perhaps in resentment of Johnson's having talked with
some disgust of his ugliness, which one would think a
philosopher would not mind.
Johnson's profound reverence for the Hierarchy made
him expect from bishops the highest degree of decorum; he
was offended even at their going to taverns; CA bishop (said
he,) has nothing to do at a tippling-house. It is not indeed
immoral in him to go to a tavern; neither would it be im-
moral in him to whip a top in Grosvenor-square. But, if he
did, I hope the boys would fall upon him and apply the
whip to him.*
Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the Church that
Johnson required a particular decorum and delicacy of be-
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